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Letter to WOGCC re: Encana aquifer exemption for Madison Formation - docket 3-2013

		From

		Jill Morrison

		To

		'Karla Sanford'; 'Bob King'; 'Janie Nelson'

		Cc

		'Jerimiah Rieman'; 'Todd Parfitt'; 'Kevin Frederick'; Hoskie, Sadie

		Recipients

		karla.sanford@wyo.gov; bob.king@wyo.gov; janie.nelson@wyo.gov; jerimiah.rieman@wyo.gov; todd.parfitt@wyo.gov; kevin.frederick@wyo.gov; Hoskie.Sadie@epa.gov



Dear Supervisor King and Ms Nelson,





 





Attached is a letter from Powder River Basin Resource Council to the Commission regarding docket 3-2013- Encana aquifer exemption for the Madison formation.





 





A hard copy is in the mail.





 





Thank you,





 





Jill Morrison





Organizer





Powder River Basin Resource Council





934 North Main





Sheridan, WY  82801





(307) 672-5809 - office





(307) 751-5574 - cell





www.powderriverbasin.org
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March 8, 2013 
 
 
 
Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
2211 King Boulevard 
P.O. Box 2640 
Casper, Wyoming  82602 
 
Re:  Encana Oil and Gas (USA) Inc.;  Docket #: 3-2013; Fremont County, Wyoming (Marlin 29-
21 WDW Madison Formation 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced proposal from Encana for an 
aquifer exemption in the Madison formation.  The Powder River Basin Resource Council, 
founded in 1973, is dedicated to the viability of Wyoming’s agricultural heritage and rural 
lifestyle and to promoting the responsible development of Wyoming’s valuable mineral 
resources.  Our members and affiliate organizations in the Wind River and Bighorn Basin have a 
direct interest in the potential impact of the proposed aquifer exemption in the Madison 
formation.  We have reviewed the above docket regarding the Encana request for an aquifer 
exemption in the Madison Formation including letters submitted by the Wyoming DEQ and the 
Region 8 EPA office.   
 
We find the concerns raised by the Wyoming DEQ regarding their objection to the proposed 
exemption of the Madison aquifer to be sound and compelling.  We also find the questions raised 
by EPA to be sound and hope those questions will be answered before any exemptions would be 
granted.  Finally, we are increasingly concerned about future sources of drinking water in 
Wyoming and in the Wind River and Big Horn Basin.  We believe that a decision to allow a 
potential drinking water aquifer to be exempted and removed from the potential for future use 
would be shortsighted and counter to the intent of the Commission regulations.   
 
We urge the Commission to follow the recommendations of the DEQ in their February 11, 2013 
letter and deny Encana’s request to exempt the Madison aquifer due to the quality of the aquifer 
and the potential for future use as a drinking water source.  We thank you for your time and 
attention. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
John Fenton, Chair  
Powder River Basin Resource Council 











 
cc:  Bob King, Supervisor WOGCC 
       Janie Nelson, Natural Resources Program Supervisor, WOGCC  
       Todd Parfitt, Director Wyoming DEQ 
       Jerimiah Rieman, Governor’s office 
       Kevin Frederick, Groundwater Section Manager, Wyoming DEQ 
       Sadie Hoskie, US EPA Region 8, Director, Water Program 













